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As we celebrate the 25th anniversary of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Niceville, Florida, we look toward 
a bright future.  We have worshipped under many 
roofs but our mission has always been to open our 
arms and our hearts to all who seek the good news 
of Jesus Christ and to serve God’s purpose through 
the giving of our time, our talents, and our treasures.  
May our future be as bright and blessed as our past. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF ST. PAUL 

 
…The mission church on the move… 

 
·  May 26, 1978 The Lutheran Council of the USA representing the LCMS, 

LCA and ALC synods gave approval to “clear the field in Niceville for a 
new ministry.” 
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·  August 8, 1979 Pastor John Underdahl and his family accepted the 
call to be the first resident pastor of St. Paul, leaving his six-year service to 
First St. John Lutheran Church in Toledo, Ohio.  This is a draft copy of his 
acceptance letter (after being stored in his garage for many years.) 
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·  October 28, 1979 First 
worship service of the Niceville 
Lutheran Ministry held on 
Reformation Sunday in the 
YMCA building at 858 John 
Sims Parkway in Valparaiso.   
26 attended.  Pastor Underdahl’s 

 sermon was “The Foundation”, 
 John 8: 31-36. 

 
 
 
 
 

·  December 2, 1979  First baptism:  Celeste Bryant, daughter of Guy and 
Barb Bryant 

 
·  January 3, 1980 First burial:  Anna Morlock 

 
·  January 27, 1980 St. Paul moved to the chapel of the McLaughlin 

Funeral Home at 1405 John Sims 
Parkway, Niceville. 60 people attended. 
At this location, our first choir was 
formed and directed by Kathy Gresko, 
Organist.       

 
 
 
 

 
 
·  April 6, 1980 St. Paul joined the two other area Lutheran churches in the 

7th annual Easter Sunrise Service held on the beach at Beasley State Park 
on the Gulf of Mexico 

 
 
·  May 17, 1980 St. Paul’s organizational meeting chaired by The Rev. 

David W. Wolber, Dean of the Eastern District, ALC, was held at the 
Niceville Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church. 
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·  May 18, 1980 We celebrated the birth of St. Paul as a congregation with 
the Service of Organization, the installation of Rev. John L Underdahl as 
first pastor, charter members received, and the new church officers 
installed.  100 people attended and 87 members were received into the 
new fellowship at a 3:00 p.m. service held at St. Jude’s Episcopal Church 
in Valparaiso.  Attending clergy included Fr. Breeden Heaslip of Holy 
Name of Jesus, Pastor Wally Nelson of Holy Trinity, Chaplain Fred 
Reinke from Eglin AFB, and Pastor Richard Ziehr of Good Shepherd. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
·  May 18, 1980 First Communion Class:  John Patten, Greg Sanders, Amy 

Johnson and Scott Horner with Pastor Underdahl and Rev. Wolber 
officiating. 
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·  June 22, 1980 Our congregation voted to buy the 3-acre site on Highway 
20 and Tamarack Avenue as the 
site for our permanent church 
building 

 
 
 
 
 
 

·  July 5, 1980  First Wedding: Jeanie Christensen and Rodney 
Morgan 

 
 

·  May 3, 1981  Our first 
confirmation class, which included 
Robert Benner, Cynthia Geller and Scott 
Horner, were confirmed near the waters 
of Boggy Bayou at Lincoln Park because 
the funeral home chapel was not 
available for services that day. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

·  Dec 13, 1981 We moved to the “Old Vanity Fair” warehouse on 
Highway 85N because we 
had outgrown the funeral 
home chapel.  We had a 40% 
increase in membership in 
1981.When the warehouse 
became unavailable in 1982, 
we moved once again. 
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·  May 1982 St. Paul’s first annual flea market.  We earned $367 to help 

furnish our first kitchen. 
 
 
 
 

·  August 8, 1982 The 
congregation viewed the artist’s 
drawing of our new church and 
overwhelmingly approved it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

·  October 1, 1982 This time we made a rapid move to the “Old 
Valparaiso 
Hardware Store”, 
an abandoned 
hardware store at 
256 Chicago 
Avenue and John 
Sims Parkway in 
Valparaiso.  We 
continued services 
there until the 
completion of our 
new church 
building 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 9 

 
·  October 17, 1982  Our  groundbreaking ceremony was held, 

with The Rev. William Kiether, assistant to the Bishop of the Southeastern 
District of the ALC assisting Pastor Underdahl.  Also shown are Mark 
Buckner, Building Committee chairman and Jim  Normark and the 
congregation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
·  December 1982 The foundation has been poured and the block walls 

are being erected on the 
side wings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

·  April 10, 1983 Our first 
service was held in the new 
church. 
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·  May 29, 1983 The new sanctuary 
was dedicated and the cornerstone 
was laid. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

·  September 1983 The first pre-school classes were begun with 
LuAnne Williams as director/teacher and Sherry Harry as the assistant 
teacher; a tower bell was secured by Stan Claypool. 

 
 
 

·  October 27, 1985 We 
dedicated the new pipe organ.  
Here are Bob Krichbaum, Ron 
Benson, Jim Stephens and Pastor 
Underdahl assembling the pipe 
organ. 
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·  December 1986 The congregation approved merger plans for the 

ALC (American Lutheran Church) to become ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) in 1988.  We also approved a $94,00 budget 
and a $150,000 3-year fund to refinance the church and build a “parish 
life” building. 

 
·  July 5, 1987  St. Paul began a two-service schedule with nearly 

400 members regularly attending services. 
 

 
·  September 19, 1989 “Vision ‘90”, chaired by Glen Gillum, held a 

kickoff dinner for the long-range planning to include an 
educational/fellowship building, a narthex, memorial garden/columbarium 
and additional parking. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  October 1989 The St. Paul telephone prayer chain was started by Susan 
Woodcock 

 
 

·  April 8, 1990   
The new altar 
railing was used for 
the first time.  This 
year we welcomed 
70 new members. 
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·  October 27, 1991  On Reformation Sunday, ground was broken for a 
$300,000 addition, including a 725 square foot narthex, an atrium, a 
memorial/columbarium garden and a 3,366 square foot education wing.  
Ron Benson served as Building Chairman. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  August 30, 1992 The 
new additions were 
formally dedicated with 
300 worshippers hearing 
Pastor William Kiether, 
former ALC Southeastern 
District Mission Director, 
deliver the sermon “Back to 
the Future.” 
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·  September 1992 The congregation voted to purchase the house and 

lot at 203 
Tamarack 
Avenue that had 
been used as a 
temporary 
educational 
facility.  The 
house was later 
moved and the 
lot was cleared 
for additional 
parking space. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  December 6, 1992 
 The bronze sculpture 
for the columbarium was 
dedicated following the 8:30 
a.m. service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  July 4, 1993  We installed our first Vicar, Douglas Graul, who 
came to us for one year from Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, 
South Carolina. 
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·  September 1993 The St. Paul library was established with Wendy 
Cain as the first librarian.  We became a member of the “Lutheran Church 
Library Association”, dedicated to the furtherance of the Gospel through 
church ELCA libraries.  Herb and Mary Heyse have continued as our 
librarians for many years. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
·  May 15, 1994 Branch #9693 of the Aid Association for Lutherans was 

established at St. Paul with Ralf Zapata installed as President, Art 
Woodcock as Vice President and Hattie Miller as Secretary/Treasurer.   

 
·  August 1994    Our second Vicar, 

Kelly Bayer, arrived for one year, also 
from the Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary in South Carolina. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 15 

 
 

·  September 18, 1994 St. 
Paul joined four other area 
Lutheran churches to help 
establish a Lutheran 
ministry in South Walton 
County. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

·  October 30, 1994 The congregation approved a recommendation to 
build a $50,000 14’ x 50’ annex to the Parish Hall which will include two 
new classrooms and 
large storage areas. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
·  January 22, 1995 Groundbreaking for the annex to the parish hall 

 
 



 16 

·  May 21, 1995 Gala Anniversary Dinner and Program celebrating the 15th 
anniversary of St. Paul as a congregation.  Here Mayor Randall Wise 
presents Pastor 
Underdahl with a 
Proclamation from 
the City of 
Niceville 
congratulating us on 
15 years of 
Christian faith in 
our community.  
The theme of the 
anniversary was 
“Blessed to be a 
Blessing.” 
 

 
In honor of our 15th anniversary, St. Paul was proud to donate $15,000 to 
the South Walton Mission church in Santa Rosa Beach, Florida. 

 
 
 
 
 

·  February 1996 St. Paul celebrated 
the 450th anniversary of the death of our 
founder, Martin Luther, and we received 
copies of a commemorative account of his 
life. 
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·  June 9, 1996

 The 
congregation 
joined Pastor 
and Nancy 
Underdahl in 
celebrating 
their 25th 
wedding 
anniversary 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
·  1996 We added the new ELCA worship book “With One Voice” as a 

supplement to our traditional hymnal; the parish hall was expanded to 
1500 square feet; A fulltime Youth Director, Mike Lynde, was added to 
the staff; and a new section was added to the west wing to provide an 
office for our new Associate in Ministry, a new work area, a conference 
room, and a new library area. 

 
·  July 28, 1996 The new hand bells for the Hand bell Choir were dedicated 

at both worship services and members were encouraged to join this new 
worship opportunity. 

 
·  August 25, 1996 The congregation approved the recommendation to 

build a $43,000 1,200 square foot music facility just south of the Parish 
Hall. 

 
·  1997 A modular music 

building was added south of the 
Parish Hall; an additional lot 
south of the church property was 
purchased for $22,000.  On July 
27, we held a service of 
“Thanksgiving and Dedication” 
to bless the recently purchased 
lot and to dedicate the new music 
building. 
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·  January 18, 1998 135 members attended the congregational meeting 

where Pastor Underdahl presented our long-range planning theme called 
“Vision 20/20,” to prepare for our 20th anniversary and to have a master 
plan for our nearly 8 acres of property. 

 
·  March 1998  The South Walton Mission church that St. Paul 

helped organize has been renamed the Emerald Coast Lutheran Church.  
St. Paul added a monthly budget line item in support of this outreach. In 
September, their first fulltime minister, Pastor Paul Johnson, was 
welcomed. 

 
·  March 1998  The new Altar Guild room was created. 

 
·  April 12, 1998 St. Paul continues to hold Easter sunrise services on 

the beach at Beasley 
Park 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

·  June 14, 1998  The congregation celebrated Pastor Underdahl’s 
25th ordination anniversary.  The cake says “Well Done, Good and 
Faithful Servant 1973-1998.” 
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·  July 1998 The 
Underdahls spent two 
weeks in Norway in 
July.  A highlight of 
their trip was to visit 
Pastor’s ancestral 
family home of 
Undredal and its stave 
church built in 1147 
where his great-
grandfather was 
baptized in 1835. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

·  January 24, 1999 The congregation approved a church and school 
budget of $320,000.  Rev. Fred Reinke was invited to serve as Associate 
to the Pastor. 

 
 
 
 
 

·  May 2000  St. Paul participated for the first time in the American 
Cancer Society’s “Relay for Life” event.  Lois Gilman volunteered to be 
the team captain. 
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·  May 21, 2000 St. Paul celebrated our 20th anniversary in our life together 

in Christ.  One service was held at 10:00 under a 100’ long white tent 
erected on the front lawn.  Dr. Kathy Baines, Assistant to the Bishop, 
North Mission District of the Florida-Bahamas Synod of the ELCA 
delivered the sermon to a congregation of 350, 16 of whom were charter 
members.  Pastor Underdahl was the Celebrant and Pastor Reinke was the 
Liturgist.  At the congregation meeting following the festivities, we voted 
to approve the proposal of a new sanctuary, remodeling of the existing 
buildings and a stewardship drive in support of the “Vision 20/20.” 
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·  March 2001 The Parish Hall was remodeled with a new tile floor and 
new paint. 

 
·  April 1, 2001 An “All Church Celebration” was held at Okaloosa Walton 

Community College that was the only facility large enough to 
accommodate the 486 
people who attended 
the worship service and 
dinner. We were truly 
inspired and challenged 
as we made our 3-year 
financial commitments 
to the “Building to 
Serve” campaign.  We 
have a wonderful video 
commemorating the 
occasion.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

·  April 8, 2001 At our “First Fruits Sunday”, our fellowship gave an 
offering of over $100,000 toward the pledges to our “Building to Serve” 
campaign. 

 
 

·  April 18, 2001 We reached the $800,000 figure in cash and pledges 
toward our goal.  During this month, we averaged 408 people each week 
in attendance, the highest in our history. 

 
 

·  May 6, 2001 At a special congregational meeting, St. Paul voted to use 
the anonymous gift of $150,000  and to utilize building funds to pay off 
the current mortgage balance. 

 
 

·  May 20, 2001 Our largest Confirmation Class in history affirmed their 
Baptismal Covenant as 15 young people confirmed their faith in Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior. 
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·  July 1, 2001 St. Paul held a celebration at both 8:00 and 10:15 with a 
Service of Thanksgiving to God and a “Burning of the Mortgage.”  St. 
Paul was debt-free for the first time in our history – a milestone in the life 
of our congregation.  Following the late service, an “indoor potluck 
picnic” was held in the Parish Hall. 

 
 

 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  August 16, 2001 St. Paul held a Community Blood Drive 
 

·  September 2, 2001 We began offering three services:  8:00 traditional, 
9:15 contemporary, and 10:30 blended, with Sunday School at 9:15 and 
10:30 Children’s’ Church. 

 
 

·  October `16-27, 2001 “Vision 20/20” held a “Building to Serve” 18-hour 
prayer vigil from 6:00 p.m. Friday through noon on Saturday. 

 
 

·  December 9, 2001 At the annual Congregational meeting a $300,00 
operating budget was approved and a by-law change was made setting the 
quorum for any regular or special meeting to the congregation to be those 
present and voting. 

 
 

·  April 21, 2002 St. Paul held an “All Church Celebration” to hear 
about our building program. 

 
·  May 2002 We received our second email from our missionaries in 

Africa, Julie, Robert and Eli Peterson. 
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·  May 5, 2002 St. Paul’s Relay for Life team raised over $10,000 for the 

American Cancer Society.  Dennis and Karen Prucha were team captains. 
 
 

·  August 11, 2002
 The Lutheran 
Men in Mission of St. 
Paul presented a $6,085 
check to Colleen Leary as 
our first seminary 
student.  A fund had been 
established to encourage 
our youth to enter full-
time ministry. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

·  October 28. 
2002 St. Paul 
celebrated 
Reformation 
Sunday and the 
ground breaking 
for our new 
sanctuary.  
Since the rain 
came pouring 
down, the 
festivities were 
held in a 
crowded Parish 
Hall, complete 
with German 
band, food and 
singing. 
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·  December 6, 2002 “Festival of the Christ Child” was the first program 
presented by the newly formed Arts Council. 

 
 
 
 

·  December 8, 2002 The annual meeting focused on the building 
program which included the new sanctuary, the stage area, atrium, altar 
guild room, famiy room, parent’s room, two expanded storage area, 
doubling the kitchen size, remodeling of the gather room and classrooms, 
all for our growing family of faith. 

 
 
 
 
·  March 23, 2003 St. Paul held a lunch following the 10:30 service to 

celebrate the 20th anniversary of our St. Paul Lutheran Preschool whose 
educational philosophy is based on the belief that every child is a special 
gift from God and that each child learns and develops emotionally 
intellectually, physically and spiritually at his/her own unique rate and 
style. 

 
 
 
 

·  October 2003 the Evangelism Committee started “Tables of Eight” 
where eight people will meet together to share a dinner while they get to 
know each other in Christian fellowship. 

 
 
 
 

·  December 2003 This ended the donation time for members to make 
a gift of a beautiful oak pew for the sanctuary at a cost of $1,100 each.  All 
pews were donated. 
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·  March 14, 2004 The Service of Dedication was held at 4:00 p.m. in 
the new sanctuary.  The Baptismal area was dedicated by Pastor 
Underdahl, the Pulpit space by Pastor Reinke and the Altar by Rev. 
Edward R. Benoway, Bishop of the Florida-Bahamas Synod of the ELCA.  
Wonderful music was provided by 
the St. Paul Sanctuary Choir led by 
David Hawkins, the Christian 
Symphonic Band and Strings, a 
vocal duet by Beth Vige and Chris 
Jabs and inspired singing by the 
congregation.  Bishop Benoway 
presented the sermon heard by over 
500 people in attendance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 26 

 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL GIFTS TO OUR NEW SANCTUARY 
 

 
   
    
 
 
Luther Rose Window   
 
“FaithAlone, GraceAlone, 
WordAlone” 
In memory of John Peterson. 
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FACTS AND FIGURES OF THE FIRST 
25 YEARS AT ST. PAUL 

 
 
 

Year New 
Members 

Baptisms Confirmations Funerals Weddings Total on the 
Membership 
Rolls 

2004 86 18 14 6 6 928* 
2003 72 11 16 8 4 910 
2002 76 14 10 4 9 889 
2001 49 13 16 4 4 854 
2000 78 22 8 9 3 840 
1999 97 13 12 5 7 813 
1998 81 18 10 7 10 787 
1997 87 12 10 1 5 760 
1996 71 14 7 5 11 729 
1995 108 21 11 8 5 702 
1994 68 7 5 2 8 651 
1993 80 19 7 1 4 630 
1992 94 17 7 6 4 598 
1991 90 16 7 1 5 558 
1990 70 12 8 3 7 500 
1989 97 15 6 1 6 463 
1988 69 19 6 0 5 429 
1987 66 6 6 2 2 374 
1986 94 10 14 2 2 332 
1985 78 6 9 1 5 303 
1984 58 12 7 1 3 266 
1983 71 10 4 2 6 221 
1982 47 4 4 0 0 168 
1981 37 3 3 2 2 125 
1980 92 9 0 1 2 92 
 
*Total active in ministry (2004):  872 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH CHARTER MEMBERS 
 

Barton, Gudrun and Karin 
Bryant, Guy, Barbara, Crystal and Celeste 

Buckner, Mark, Carolyn and Jocelyn 
Butler, Richard, Janalee and Jill 

Carder, Hal and Chardell 
Cox, Dorothy and Beth 

Davis, Michael, Rhonda and Aaron 
DeBruhl, Robert and Audrey 
Ehler, Clarence and Charlotte 

Gresko, Kathryn 
Horner, Paula, Ralph, Jason and Jonathan 

Johnson, David, Carol, Christine, Amy, Ellen and Kara 
Landsberg, Bill, Barbara, Jimmy, Samantha and Rodney 

Lathem, Garland, Cecilia, JoAnn and Michael 
Marshall, Miriam, Rebecca and Scott 

Martin, Edsel, Priscilla, Andrew, Leonard and Heather 
Myers, Raymond and Katherine 

Oinonen, Niles, Lynn, Mark and Lisa 
Patten, Thomas, Brenda, Rena and John 

Peek, Donald, Sherri and Linda 
Plate, Arnold and Florence 

Reimann, Anna 
Reinke, Evelyn 
Roberts, Carrie 

Rogers, Earl, Connie, Cynthea and Andy 
Sander, Wayne, Carmelie, Greg and Angie 

Sarazen, Clair, John and Gordon 
Tabler, Julie 

Underdahl, John, Nancy, John, Matthew and Mark 
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 THE MANY MINISTRIES OF ST. PAUL 
 
 
 
 

Acolyte 
Adult Choir 
Adult Education Committee 
Adult Handbell Choir 
Altar Guild 
Board of Deacons 
Board of Education 
Board of Trustees 
Book Club 
Children’s Chime Choir 
Children’s Choir 
Church Council 
Columbarium Committee 
Communion Assistant 
Disciples (grades 3-5) 
English as a 2nd Language 
Evangelism Committee 
Family Resource Center  
Financial Committee  
Greeter 
Historian 
Kitchen Committee 
Lay Reader 

Library/Librarian 
Luther League (grades 6-8) 
Lutheran Men in Mission 
Lutheran Youth Organization  
         (grades 9-12) 
LYO Bible Study 
Memorial Committee 
Monday Morning Bible Study (WOW) 
Newsletter Staff 
Parish Life/Fellowship Committee 
Praise Team 
Quilting  Guild 
Stewardship Committee 
Sunday School 
Treasurer 
Usher 
Vacation Bible School 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
Wednesday Evening Meals 
Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
Worship and Music Committee 
Xtra Years of Zest (XYZ) 
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THE ORGANIZATIONS OF ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

 
 

THE CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

The president of the congregation and the 12 members of the Board of Deacons, Board of 
Trustees, and Board of Education, all elected by the congregation, together with the Pastor and 
the Treasurer serving as advisory members, constitute the Church Council.  The basic duties and 
responsibilities of the Church Council are to have general oversight over the life and work of the 
congregation and to coordinate the activities of the boards and committees of the congregation.  
Each board may establish committees/task forces from the membership at large as may be 
deemed necessary for the fulfillment of its duties and responsibilities (i.e., worship, music, 
evangelism, etc).  These committees/task forces are directly responsible to their respective 
boards.  The President may also establish ad hoc committees or task forces to fulfill specified 
duties and responsibilities.  Any such committees/task forces are responsible directly to the 
Church Council.  The Council also reviews the budget prepared by the Board of Deacons and 
submits it to the annual meeting of the congregation with its recommendations. 
 

Church Council/Congregational Presidents 
 
Dave Johnson   1980 
Jim Normark   1981-1982 
Gary Gladieux   1983 
Stan Claypool   1984-1985 
Ron Benson   1986 
Charles Peterson  1/1987-9/1987 
Stan Claypool   10/1987-12/1987 
Thomas Patten   1/1988-3/1988 
Stan Claypool   4/1988-12/1988 
Stan Claypool   1989 
Glen Gillum   1990 
Stan Claypool   1991 
Tim Wieck   1992-1993 
Walter Tieck   1994 
Richard Lumsden  1995-1996 
Tom Knight   1997-1998 
Roger Oelke   1999 
Gary Butler   2000-2001 
Roger Jones   2002-2003 
Everett Boswell   2004 
Alan Haberbush   2005    
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2005 Church Council members 
 
Back Row L-R: Steve Humphrey, Tim Stark, Sheryl Martin, Al Haberbusch, Mike Ballard, Bob 
Comstock, Paul Garvey   
Seated:  Rick Newman, Roger Jones, Audrey Hains, Diane Ballard, Elain Weeks, Julie McNair 
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The Church Treasurer 
 
 The Treasurer position at St. Paul, held by Mike Ballard, is a support position for 
the President and the Church Council as a non-voting member of the Council.  It is an 
advisory position with responsibility to present financial information concerning the 
congregation to the Council in a manner that gives a clear understanding of the church’s 
financial position and trends, enabling the Council to make fiscally responsible decisions.  
The position’s requirements include:  budget preparation and presentation in conjunction 
with the Board of Deacons, and the various other committees that are material in the 
business side of running St. Paul; summary and analysis of financial detail, including 
monthly reports to the Council; working with the church office to classify spending into 
the proper categories, and working to gather information related to income and expense 
items; advising the Council on financial issues, and discussing options with the Council; 
signing checks and handling banking relationship issues.  The role as an advisor to the 
Council is an important aspect of this job, and keeping the information concise, accurate, 
and timely are the keys to a treasurer’s effectiveness in support of the congregation. 
 

THE BOARD OF DEACONS 
 

The Board of Deacons is headed by Audrey Hains.  Their mission is to maintain 
and grow the church through outreach and baptism.  They provide spiritual leadership in 
the congregation and assist the pastor in guiding Saint Paul Lutheran Church’s work, 
witness, worship, and service to the congregation and the world. Deacons accept two or 
three year terms in which they 
are charged with the overseeing 
of important church functions.  
Elaine Weeks is in charge of 
Evangelism.  It is her goal to 
reach out to the community and 
make our presence known.  
Richard Gall is in charge of 
Stewardship.  He encourages the 
congregation to donate their 
time, talents, and treasure to our 
church and is currently working 
with the Call Committee to 
locate and select a new associate 
pastor.  Diane Ballard is in 
charge of Parish Life.  Her efforts are targeted at arranging the delicious food and 
beverages offered in a gracious and satisfying setting for a wide variety of social 
gatherings, including Wednesday evening meals and special events.  Audrey Hains is 
charged with Music and Worship.  She oversees The Altar Guild, Ushers, Greeters, 
Communion Assistants, and upholds the procedures and traditions of the church. 
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP 

 
The Music and Drama Department is alive and well, growing and thriving.  They 

are thrilled about our new sanctuary and the endless possibilities for leading and 
enhancing worship.  The Sanctuary Choir sings every Sunday and on Festival Services.  
The membership in the choir ranges from 25 to 40, expanding in the winter months, 
thanks to our “Snowbird” friends. 
 The Hand Bell Choir, started about eight years ago, has a three-octave set of hand 
bells including all the accessories and a three octave set of chimes.  The Hand Bell Choir 
plays in many of our services and always at festival services. 
 A Contemporary Worship service was added five years ago and is led by a 
talented group of singers and musicians.  Computer projection capability allows 
projection of the words to songs and liturgy on our giant screens as well as images and 
live shots during baptisms, choirs, organ concerts, etc.  We also have a group of computer 
programmers to help with our computer projection and sound system. 
 Our expanding music program includes the Children’s Choirs, the drama program 
and the Arts Council, begun in 2002.  The  “Festival of the Christ Child” Christmas 
concert is presented every year in early December.  The Arts Council has sponsored 
choral concerts, organ concerts, the Augsburg College Choir in concert as well as a 
symphony orchestra in our sanctuary for our Dedication Sunday.  Plans are being made to 
sponsor the French Boy’s Choir next summer.  We continue to look for new ways to 
present the message of God’s hope through music and drama. 
 
 
 
 

THE ALTAR GUILD 
 
 

The Altar Guild, which is headed by Virginia Peters, is concerned with the things of 
worship – the care and placement of furnishings, appointments, and ornaments used in 
worship. Their overall goal is to see that the worship space is kept beautiful and in good 
order, both to glorify God and to provide a setting which enables the congregation to 
worship in a meaningful way.  Meaningful worship doesn’t simply happen, it requires 
reverent and thorough preparation by all who are involved in it. St. Paul currently has 
about twenty-five people trained and involved in this important task. They are mandated 
to consider the ministry of preparation as important to the worship of the church as the 
pastor’s sermon preparation time. Linens, paraments, sacramental vessels, and vestments 
are regularly cleaned and pressed and they make sure there are adequate supplies of 
candles, bread, and wine. Members also work with the sexton to see that the chancel and 
its furnishings (such as the altar, pulpit, and lectern) are kept clean and free of clutter. 
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THE COLLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE 
 

The Columbarium Committee is headed by Dennis Prucha.  They maintain Saint 
Paul Lutheran Church’s Columbarium and Memorial Gardens located just inside the 
Narthex.  There are currently 80 niches in place, though only five of those remain 
uncommitted.  Two more columns of 16 have been delivered and will be set in place 
soon by Denny Prucha, Ron Benson, and Stan Claypool.  There are also plans to expand 
the garden to accommodate an additional 80 niches, currently priced at $350.  Kevin and 
Debbie Wildt clip and trim the garden.  Roy and Vera Stretch are in charge of the 
seasonal hanging baskets. Pat Torres and Pam Mayfield tend to the seating and trellis.  
Bob Plate maintains The Memorial Book, which is kept on the second shelf of the guest 
book podium in The Narthex.  The Memorial Book holds brief information and a photo 

of the loved ones interred in The Columbarium.   
 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

The Board of Trustees consists of four members who are elected by the 
congregation.  It is headed by Rick Newman, and includes Tim Stark, Roger Jones, and 
Bob Comstock.  They are charged with the general management of all matters relating to 
legal and corporate affairs.  Their wide range of concerns include managing contracts, 
arranging and participating in inspections, choosing and overseeing the sexton, reviewing 
insurance policies and any insurance claims or activities, supervising the maintenance of 
the congregations properties, and reviewing the budget. 
 

 
 

THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
 

The Memorial Committee is headed by Margaret Benner.  The committee 
includes Karen Kleiv, Mim Marshall, Sheryl Martin, Tim Stark and an additional 
member will be selected soon.  They are in charge of coordinating monetary gifts and 
bequests and are tasked with promoting the giving of monetary gifts earmarked to meet 
the church’s needs and growth. They assure that all gifts are disbursed in accordance with 
the wishes of the donor.  The committee meets three times a year or as needed.  They 
maintain a Wish Book, which is kept on the Guest Book podium, and lists items the 
church would like to obtain as funds are available.  They make sure that all purchased 
items are liturgically correct and are of good and durable quality; they make sure the 
design, size, and color are appropriate to our setting; and they determine whether items 

are of good taste, low maintenance, and are technologically compatible. 
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THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 
 

The Board of Education is headed by Sheryl Martin and executed by Cathy 
Reimers.  Other members include Steve Humphrey, Julie McNair and Paul Garvey.  
Their goal is to provide lifetime instruction in the Christian faith through a variety of 
educational programs for all ages.  They assist in educating all members of the 
congregation in Lutheran Christianity as a way of seeing, hearing, teaching, and 
following the Word of the Lord and experiencing His grace in worship and in daily life.  
They are charged with the church’s religious education administration including Sunday 
School, Preschool, Vacation Bible School, and St. Paul Lutheran’s youth group (LYA).  
Regina Humphry is our Vacation Bible School Coordinator.  Kay Blankenship teaches 3 
and 4-year-old Preschool, Donna Hayes is the teacher’s aid for 4 year olds and Donna 
Jones is the teacher’s aid for 3 year olds.  Cheryl Martin teaches 7th grade confirmation 
classes and Pastor John Underdahl teaches 8th grade confirmation classes.   

 
 
 

PRESCHOOL 
 
 

St Paul Lutheran Preschool was established in the fall of 1983 as an educational 
outreach program of St. Paul Lutheran Church for the surrounding community.  Its 
purpose is to provide a healthy environment for the growth and development of young 
children and to assist their families in recognizing the various aspects of a growing child. 

It started in two small rooms off the old sanctuary and now is a viable early 
childhood education ministry offering 3 classes for children ranging in age from 3 to 5 
years old.  Our educational philosophy at St. Paul is based on the belief that every child is 
a special gift from God.  Each child learns and develops emotionally, intellectually, 
socially, physically and spiritually at his/her own unique rate and style.  The classroom 
environment consists of various age-appropriate educational activities that stimulate and 
enhance that development. 
 St. Paul is very fortunate to have a highly qualified and certified staff.  We 
consider it a blessing and privilege to serve our community, families and their young 
children. 
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AUXILLIARY ORGANIZATIONS 
 

WELCA 
 
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) is headed by Rhonda 
Zapata.  They meet the second Tuesday of each month at a local restaurant or share a 
meal in the parish dining hall.  Their mission is to enable each woman to value herself 
and others, to provide a variety of Christian learning experiences, and to enable members 
to articulate and act upon their faith.  They attend a spring conference in Panama City as 
well as a fall retreat.  They provided new kitchen equipment for the recent kitchen 
expansion, support a variety of Lutheran charitable causes, and organize and/or 
participate in a number of St. Paul special events including the making of quilts for 
refugees and the annual yard sale.  
 

LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION 
 

The LMM is an auxiliary organization of Saint Paul Lutheran Church and is 
headed by John Kuehlthau (JK).  All confirmed men in the congregation are considered 
members and are encouraged to be participating members.  They meet one Saturday a 
month for breakfast and bible study and have a wide variety of projects each year.  They 
support the annual yard sale, provide Easter Morning brunch to the congregation, manage 
the Reformation Sunday celebration and feast, attend a men’s retreat at Ark of the 
Covenant each September, participate in various maintenance projects when requested by 
The Board of Trustees, and provide financial assistance to congregation members 
attending accredited ELCA seminaries, colleges, or universities through their Leadership 
Endowment 

Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                     Lutheran Men in Mission on their annual retreat. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS, Past and Present 
 

Tom Patten 
Patricia Taylor 

Dana Headrick Baccadutre 
Cathy Reimers (current) 

 
 

CHURCH SECRETARIES 
 

Erma Galdieux  1981-1984 
Hattie (Miller) Moseley  1984-1995 

Rhonda Davis  1995-present 
 
 
 
 

PRE-SCHOOL DIRECTORS 
 

Luanne Williams   1983-1985 
Lynn  Deyerle  1985-1986 
Pam Medaugh  1986-1989 

Marta Fiorello 1990 
Christina Livingston 1991 

Cathy  Reimers 1992 - present 
 
 

CHURCH  HISTORIAN 
 

Brenda Patten 
 

25th ANNIVERSARY BOOK 
 

Kathy Gresko 
 

With grateful thanks for the help from Bonnie Baxter and  Rhonda Davis 
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